June 20, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

With America facing another long hot summer, the undersigned urge the
Transportation (U.S. DOT) to take immediate action to prevent deaths an
resulting from children who may have entered or been left unattendedd

Since 1990, more than 1,050 children have died in hot car inci 1s year
according to data collected by Kids and Car Safety. Hundre

every year.

The Federal Communications Commission recently adop Hz spectrum band
that will facilitate the use of short-range radar syst i nt the deaths or injuries of
children and companion animals who have u d vehicles. It is now time
for the U.S. DOT to act. Without a requirem nd alert system in new

ith a system to alert the operator to
ngine or motor is deactivated by the operator
. It is now incumbent upon the U.S. DOT to
issue a comprehensive stem not only alerts the driver but also detects
the presence of an occup ssenger compartment. These systems already are
xpensive. Moreover, the price will go down due to
economies of scale ; nila arview cameras. Anything less than this type of system
i Is continuing to be in danger and families having a false

58) a mandate that new passenger mo
check rear-designated seating @ORikl

Sincerely,

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety

Air & Surface Transport Nurses Association (ASTNA)
American Academy of Emergency Medicine (AAEM)

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Pediatrics California Chapter 1

American Family Insurance



American Public Health Association

American Veterinary Medical Association

Amica Mutual Insurance Company

Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs

CA Unintentional Injury Prevention Strategic Plan Project
California Coalition for Children’s Safety and Health
Center for Injury Research and Prevention at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Kristy B. Arbogast,
PhD, Co-Scientific Director and Flaura K. Winston, MD, PhD, Scientific Director and Founder
Consumer Federation of America

Consumers for Auto Reliability and Safety

Emergency Nurses Association

Institute for Childhood Preparedness

Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA)
Kids and Car Safety

Kids In Danger

National Association of EMTs

National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies
National Association of State EMS Officials

National Coalition for Safer Roads

National Consumers League

National Safety Council

National Volunteer Fire Council

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

Pet Partners

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals)
Public Citizen

Safe Ride News Publications

Society for the Advancement of Violence and Injury Research
Society of Trauma Nurses

Sylvia Bingham Fund

The Mark Wandall Foundation

ThinkFirst National Injury Prevention Foundation

Trauma Foundation

Vision Zero Automotive Network

Tyler an ela Cestia (New Iberia, LA), parents of Thomas who died at 2-years-old in his
father’s GM truck that had a simple rear-seat reminder alert, not occupant detection

Carol MacDonald (Staunton VA), grandmother of Robbie MacDonald who died at 3 years old in
a hot car

Lindsey Rogers-Seitz (Morrisville, NC), mother of Benjamin who died in a hot car



Dawn and Wes Peabody (Phoenix, AZ), parents of Maya Moo who died in a hot car
Dalyce Franz (Las Vegas, NV) mother of Seth Franz who dies at 4 years old in a hot car

Deona Bien (Tucson, AZ), mother of Aslyn Ryan who died in a hot car while running errands
with sitter

Leanna Simmons (Florence, AL) mother of Cooper Harris who died at 22 months old in a hot car

Lisa Berry (Huntsville, AL) mother & father of Lexi Berry who died at 2

Shannon Berry (Huntsville, AL) family member of Lexi Berry wh
car

car

Israel Pinon (Albuquerque, NM), mo ed at 2 years old in a hot car
Juan Rodriguez (New City, NY) who both died in a hot car at 1
year old

Kaprice Collins (Scot 1 Jones who died in a hot car

Keegan Jones (

Jennifer Hg er of Chris who survived being left in a hot car

an (Miami, FL) grandmother of Sammy Joseph Schnall, who died in a hot car at
just 1 year old

James Gersing (Miami, FL) grandfather of Sammy Joseph Schnall, who died in a hot car at just 1
year old

Erin Holley (Charleston SC) mother of Finn who survived being left in a hot car at five weeks
old in 2017



Robin Gigger (Saint Leonard, MD), Mawmaw of Lee who died in a hot car at 12 months old
Nicole Engler (Oregon), daughter Remi lost due to hot car tragedy at 21 months
Peter Engler (Oregon), daughter Remi lost due to hot car tragedy at 21 months

Meagan Everett (Shreveport, LA), mother of Josiah Gene Everett who died in a hot car at 1 year
old

Susan Morgan Cooper, Director of two documentaries on the tragi
deaths. The latest one ...Fatal Distraction

Stephanie Mitchell (St. Louis, MO), mother of Tate Mi
birthday when left unknowingly by his mother in a

Clay Blackburn (Shreveport, LA) parents of Ad, Oyl i car at"o months old, dad
forgot her in the backseat while he was at work

r Sr. ( Houston, TX) Proud father of Raymond Darnell Pryer Jr. whom was left in
n 7/19/2018 for 4 hours the temperature reached a 118 degrees he died of a
ich is preventable.

Dikeisha Whitlock-Pryer (Houston, TX) Proud mother of Raymond Darnell Pryer Jr. whom was
left in a daycare bus on 7/19/2018 for 4 hours the temperature reached a 118 degrees he died of a
Heatstroke which is preventable.

Stephanie Salvilla, (Orlando, FL), Mother of Gannon Werking who died July 23, 2009 at 5
months old in a hot car



Makia Wallace (Orlando, F1.) mother of Jace Lucas Leslie (21 months old) died on September
11, 2020 after being left in his caregiver car.

Chris and Trisha Nicolas (Bellwood, NE), parents of Weston Nicolas who died at 23 months old
in a hot car

Mike Stanley (currently Alpharetta GA. death occurred in Evans, GA), father of Sydney Stanley
who died at 6 years of age in a hot car

Jenny Stanley (currently Alpharetta GA. death occurred in Evans, G
Stanley who died at 6 years of age in a hot car

Carla & Alan Lyon (Dolge
months old

friend of Miles Harrison whose sweet boy Chase died in a hot car

Deannie Jacobsen (Sugarland, TX), parents of Luke who died in a hot car at 7-months-old
Leland Jacobsen (Sugarland, TX), parents of Luke who died in a hot car at 7-months-old

Amber Rollins (Olathe, KS), mother who had a near miss with her 3-month-old



Carol MacDonald (Staunton VA), grandmother of Robbie MacDonald who died at 3-yearsold in
a hot car

Yan Du and Sheng Li (San Antonio), parents of Claire who died in a hot care at 11-months-old

Jessica and Justin Marson (Manteca, CA), parents of SaraCorinne who suffered debilitating
injuries after being unknowingly left in a hot car

Emily Bird (Fort Lauderdale, FL), mother of Eli who died in a hot car at o Ronths-old

Beth Brown (Chandler, AZ), mother

Loren Sidnt (Mexico Beach, FL J@inother of

Haley & Rich Wesley (AngwiRCA ), on who died in a hot car

@V




